AUTHOR'S PREFACE                         ix

greatly desired to write a biography while Mrs. Siddons's
memory was yet green, but the way was jealously barred
by Campbell. He, meantime, so mismanaged or neglected
his material that for the most characteristic and informative
of Mrs. Siddons's letters we have to turn to Journals and
Correspondence of Thomas Scdgwick Whalley, where they are
incidental, and not the staple. In our day, two works have
appeared concerning Mrs. Siddons, In Mr. Percy Fitzgerald's
The Kcmblcs, she stands as the principal member of a dis-
tinguished family, while Mrs. Kennard's competent monograph
professes only to be a brief abstract of her history,

After the lapse of three quarters of a century, biographers
should tell, surely, not whatever can be told, but whatever is
worth telling, To me, the majority of old playbills seem dead
leaves on the Tree of Useless Knowledge, and, therefore, I have
not weighted my book with the thousand obtainable details of
first night dates of forgotten tragedies, the number of nights
each rati, the number of Mrs. Siddons's appearances season by
season, etc, These trifles form scarcely even the framework
of the real memorabilia.

Besides thanks due to friends named elsewhere in this book,
it is a great pleasure to express my indebtedness to others who
have helped me, either by the loan of letters and pictures or
the gift of items of out-of-the-way information, To the late
Mrs, Quintin Twiss and to her family I have been specially
obliged. Mr. H. G, I. Siddons, also, has elucidated for me
several points of family history, 1 wish to record my gratitude
to Mr, Oswald G, Knapp, Mr, J, 11. Leigh, the Rev. N. F, Y.
Kciublc, Miss Gwenllian Morgan, Mrs, II. Barnaul Johnson,
Lady Brooke, Captain Horatio Kemblu, R.N., Mr, Joseph Hill,
and Mr, Alfred Parsons,

Lawrence, at l)r, Whalley's request, made a delightful draw-
ing of Cecilia Siddons, which passed into the possession of
Whalley's greatnephew, the Rev. Hill Wickham,to the kindness
of whose daughter, its present owner, Lady Seymour, I oweunder his charge, and in their place we have a piece of* joyte
